


WHO SHOULD BE ON THE NEW £50 NOTE?

The Bank of England are launching a new £50 note

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-EV3PRtWK4

You can suggest anyone who has contributed to the 

fields of pure or applied science. That could include: 

astronomy, biology, bio-technology, chemistry, 

engineering, mathematics, medical research, physics, 

technology and zoology.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-EV3PRtWK4


SIR STEPHEN HAWKING?

If a British scientist is to feature on the new £50 

note, Prof Stephen Hawking has to be one of the 

frontrunners. The University of Cambridge 

cosmologist was one of the most recognisable 

scientists in the world. Having him on the note is 

likely to have strong public support, even if it is 

relatively soon after his death in February this 

year.



ALAN TURING?

Another widely mentioned name is that of 
wartime codebreaker and computing pioneer 
Alan Turing. He played a crucial role in helping 
the allies defeat Nazi Germany, but he was 
convicted in 1952 under laws that prohibited 
homosexuality. Turing was posthumously 
pardoned in 2013, and many believe his legacy 
could be honoured with a prominent place on 
our currency. 



ADA LOVELACE?

There are strong contenders among female 

scientists and many will argue that a woman 

should feature this time. If so, Ada Lovelace 

might be near the top of the list. The English 

mathematician worked on an early general-

purpose computer called the Analytical Engine.



ROSALIND FRANKLIN?

Another worthy candidate could be Rosalind 

Franklin. Dr Franklin's work helped lead to the 

discovery of the structure of DNA - a 

breakthrough which later earned her colleagues 

the Nobel Prize. But her vital contribution was 

overlooked for many years, and recognition on 

the new £50 could help redress the balance.



THE GUIDELINES
You can nominate as many people as you like. But 
anyone who appears on the new £50 note must:

• have contributed to the field of science

• be real – so no fictional characters please

• not be alive - Her Majesty the Queen is the only 
exception

• have shaped thought, innovation, leadership or 
values in the UK

• inspire people, not divide them



https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/50-pound-note-nominations



